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Greetings from the Commander:
	It is that time of year again – renewing membership to maintain the influence of the American Legion nationally, and a local positive impact for our communities, veterans, and their families.  The American Legion is the largest and most powerful organization of U.S. wartime veterans and their families: over 2.2 million members in 13,000 posts.  The larger our membership, the more Congress listens as the Legion lobbies for a well-funded, appropriately staffed VA that can handle benefit claims efficiently, quickly, and accurately.  Thanks to our early birds who have already paid their 2018 dues!  The quicker we meet our membership goals the sooner we can focus on programs.  With over 2800 veterans in Bandera County, I’m sure we can surpass 200 members at Post 157!
	Locally, we identify and address programs in each of the American Legion’s 4 pillars:  Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA & R), National Security, Americanism and Children & Youth (C & Y).  For example, assisting the Bandera County Veteran Service Officer in outreach efforts to locate those in need, providing Post Everlasting ceremonies and support to families of fallen comrades, and emergency assistance as needed.  National Security includes education on legislative issues, contacting local congressmen and a seat at the table on Lamar Smith’s Veterans Advisory Council.  Promoting Americanism is accomplished via Boys State, Oratorical Contest, Veterans in the Classroom presentations, distribution of patriotic Legion comic books, sponsoring the annual Veterans Day program, parade and BBQ, flag retirement ceremonies with Boy Scout Troop 146, flag laying Memorial Day week, and Patriot Day events.  Examples of C & Y programs include donations to the Boys & Girls Club and Boy Scout Troop 146, local Volunteer Fire Departments, support to the Auxiliary led school supply, coat and Christmas toy drives.  Routine visits to the local nursing homes include needed items and a warm hug.  The quarterly community breakfasts that include music and participation by agencies and Non-profits that provide resources and support to veterans and the entire community have been very successful.  Our programs are only limited by the number of enthusiastic volunteers.
	The “non-profit business side” of our 501(c)(19) has steadily improved through generous community donations and hard working volunteers.  The maintenance and upgrade of the Legion Hall requires significant attention.  A professional inspection indicated an immediate need for a new roof, upgraded electrical system, ADA compliant bathrooms & building access, HVAC upgrade, and energy saving measures.  The “bill” for this will require significant, fund raising and competing for limited grant monies.  The roof is our initial focus, then the safety/ADA compliance renovations, and new kitchen equipment to permit larger fundraising events.  The facility has been non-smoking since May 2015 and our volunteers have been busy at work de-cluttering, spackling, applying KILZ, and applying a very calming color scheme.  A list of handyman projects remain for skilled volunteers!
	Many thanks to all volunteers, but especially our Bingo workers: critical to making our programs a reality.  With snowbirds arriving soon, more volunteers are welcome!  A helping hand and minds are always welcome – volunteers support when they can, sometimes one project, once a year.  That is fine by us – every task has a positive impact on our ability to better meet our mission and goals.  Read On!
						With gratitude,
						Commander Birchall

QUARTERLY COMMUNITY BREAKFASTS
Patriot Day Remembrance – September 9, 2017
Raised $1,093.07 for the Bandera Volunteer Fire Department
Thanks to our super volunteers!
Volunteers Include:  Greeters, Cooks, Assistant Cooks, Coffee/Juice Bar, Clean-Up, Coordinator, Lead for a Breakfast

Thank You to Our “Experience Bandera” Legion Float Riders & Decorators
A “Full” Float of American Legion & Auxiliary Members
Lots of Happy Young Candy Snatchers along Main Street Too!

Ranch Rodeo – Box Seats for Veterans !!
Many thanks to our anonymous & generous donor for the dozen box seats for veterans at the Frontier Times Museum Ranch Rodeo – September 2nd
Surprised & Happy Veterans & Families is what we like to see!

HURRICANE HARVEY – LEGION ASSISTANCE
The American Legion Department of Texas has established a special fund -- Hurricane Harvey Relief Effort.  Post 157 sent $500 to the Department of Texas American Legion to assist affected Veterans  We will continue to forward all donations from individuals to Department.  Please make out the check to the Post or to the “Hurricane Harvey Relief Effort”.

JOB POSTINGS and JOB FAIRS
Flyers attached for all our e-mail Users

NEWS & UPDATES

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ON LINE
Easy – just have your member ID# from your card and your last name – and credit card:  mailto:https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb%3Fwebapp=MYLRENEW+webrtn=wr_memberdata+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG%23legion-org-renew-page

A Little “You Tube”
This is not an endorsement of alcohol or Budweiser – thought you’d enjoy this tribute to Veterans:  mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=yzMSzLkOkJA


VA Disaster Assistance for Veterans
Flyer Attached with lots of health, Disaster Assistance Resources

VA CARE IN THE COMMUNITY
A 2 page VA brochure is attached that provides links to healthcare related sites.
1 – DoD Sharing Agreements
2 – Veterans Choice Program
3 – Community Care Contacts
4 – Non-VA Community Care
 5 – Unauthorized Care/ Mill Bill

BANDERA HONORS VETERANS – VETERANS DAY
Saturday, November 11, 2017
See Attached Flyer:  Program, Parade, Veterans BBQ !!!
Contact John Cressey-Neeley to Volunteer, 830-796-7528 or 540-840-5550
Volunteer to assist with the parade line-up, escort VIP’s, set up/tear down Courthouse lawn furniture, oversee Family Display area, ride on the American Legion float, capture parade entry responses, or something else you’d like!

SAN ANTONIO HONOR FLIGHT
If you or someone you know – a World War II or Korean War Veteran – would like to participate in an Honor Flight, please see the website for an application:  
mailto:http://honorflightsanantonio.org/images/pdf/HFSA-Veteran-Application.pdf
Several members attended the “Welcome Home” ceremony on September 9th – incredible, right thing to do, and an emotional experience for all!
You can also volunteer via the website and learn more about their mission and organization.  Contact Adjutant, Susan Junker, for assistance.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
See Veteran Employment Opportunities at:  mailto:http://www.alamomoaa.org/documents/JobsPDF/Employment Opportunities %26 Military Veteran Events Weekly Update TEXAS.pdf
See attached Job Fair Flyer – for Veterans & Military Families
October 12, 2017 – Kerrville Veterans Center – 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

FLU SHOT TIME – FREE TO VA PATIENTS AT WALGREENS
Walgreens has been awarded the exclusive contract to provide Flu Immunizations for VA Patients outside of VA facilities this year at no cost to the patient.   THE FORM IS ATTACHED BELOW
∙       Flu shot program materials are available on the VA website
∙       https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/immunization.asp
∙       Approximately 3.8M VA patients live in “rural” areas, which is defined as greater than 60 miles from the closest VA facility, making it difficult or inconvenient to go to a VA facility to get their flu shot
∙       National partnership between the Department of Veterans Affairs and Walgreens to improve access to vaccinations for VA patients:
∙       Walgreens adds 8,200+ locations to the VA’s service network of 1000+  VA Medical Centers and CBOCs
∙       VA patient can walk into most Walgreens pharmacies with their VA ID card and get a no cost flu shot
∙       VA patient’s clinical record is electronically updated by Walgreens – no paperwork to take to the VA

WHAT’S NEXT? – UPCOMING EVENTS  (AS OF 9/1/2017)
September 2017 – June 2018
Events Change Frequently

September: National Disaster Preparedness Month & Suicide Prevention Month
4th – Labor Day – Experience Bandera – Float // Ranch Rodeo
9th – Quarterly Pancake Breakfast – IHO Patriot Day
11th - Patriot Day – Flags at half staff // Moment of Remembrance 9:46 am CST
11th – BHV 6 pm // Executive Committee Meeting
19th General Membership Meeting and Pot Luck

October: National Disability /Employment Awareness Month
1st – Auxiliary Can Food Drive Begins
9nd – BHV 6 pm // Executive Committee Meeting
14th -- 	MILITARY RETIREE ASSISTANCE DAY – FT SAM HOUSTON – FLYER ATTCHED
17th – General Membership Meeting and Pot Luck
21st – Auxiliary Car Show
TBD – Special Event for Iraq/Afghanistan Veterans

November: Membership Retention Month
1st – Auxiliary Coat Drive Begins
7th – BHV 6 pm // Executive Committee Meeting
11th –  Veterans Day – Veterans in the Classroom on Nov 9 & 10 TBD
15th – Auxiliary Can Food Drive Ends/Christmas Toy Drive Begins
21st –  General Membership Meeting and Pot Luck
22nd – No Bingo
23rd – Thanksgiving
28th -- Auxiliary Coat Drive Ends/Auxiliary Toy Drive begins

December:
5th – BHV 6 pm // Executive Committee Meeting
13th Auxiliary Toy Drive Ends
19th – Member Christmas Party/Auxiliary Toy Drive ends
25th – Christmas
26 – No Bingo

January 2018:
1st – New Year’s Day/County Holiday
8th -- Begin Selling Raffle Tickets for Bandera Honors Veterans (thru May)
8th – Executive Committee Meeting/Bandera Honors Veterans Meeting
16th – General Membership Meeting and Pot Luck
20th – Pancake Breakfast

February 2018:
5th – Executive Committee Meeting/Bandera Honors Veterans Meeting
1 – 3  – 12th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration (11th St) – Legion booth?
14th – Valentine’s Day/Ash Wednesday
19th - President’s Day/County Holiday
20th - General Membership Meeting and Pot Luck

March 2018:
5th – Executive Committee Meeting/Bandera Honors Veteran Meeting
20th – General Membership Meeting/Nominating Committee
30th – Good Friday

April 2018:
1st _ Easter
2nd – Executive Committee Meeting
17th – General Membership Meeting & Potluck (Select Nominating Committee)
?? – Pancake Breakfast

May 2018:
7th – Executive Committee Meeting
15th – General Membership Meeting (Election of Officers)
19th – Armed Forces Day  (Bandera Honors Veterans Fund Raiser)
28th – Memorial Day (Parade and Flags at Cemeteries)

June 2018:
4th – Executive Committee Meeting
14th – Flag Day
17th – Father’s Day
19th – Post 157 General Membership Meeting

American Legion Post 157
P.O. Box 422     205 12th St.   Bandera, TX   78003
Contact Us:   (830) 796-7528
E-Mail:  amlegion157@live.com
Meetings: 1st Monday: Bandera Honors Veterans @ 6 pm Executive Committee @ 7 pm
3rd Tuesday: Potluck @ 6 pm // Membership @ 7 pm
WEBSITE:  www.al157tx.org
Look forward to seeing you soon !!
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VA Care in the 
Community 



Points of Contact 



Veterans Choice Program 
(TRIWEST) 
1-866-606-8198 
 



Patient-Centered Care Contract 
(TRIWEST) 
1-855-722-2838 
 



Non-VA Care Payment Center: 
San Antonio VA Fee 
PO Box 460 
Bonham, TX  75418 
903-583-6363 
 



South TX VA Office of Community 
Care: 
210-617-5300 ext 13850 



South Texas Veterans Health Care System 



AUDIE L. MURPHY VA HOSPITAL 
7400 Merton Minter 



San Antonio, TX 78229 
210-617-5300 | 877-469-5300 



KERRVILLE VA HOSPITAL 
3600 Memorial Blvd 
Kerrville, TX 78028 



866-487-1653  



 



x DOD Sharing Agreements 
x Veterans Choice Program  
x Community Care Contracts 
x Non-VA Community Care  
x Unauthorized Care/Mill Bill 



Helpful Web Links 



Overview of Non-VA Medical Care: 
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/
pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-01.pdf 



Emergency Care for Veterans: 



https:www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/



pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-02.pdf 



Claims Process Emergency Medical 



Services: 



https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/



pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-03.pdf 



Ambulance Transport at VA Expense: 



https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/



pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-05.pdf 



VA Community Care—Choice Billing 
Issues: 
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/
pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-08.pdf 



Veterans Choice Program (VCP) 
Overview: 
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/
pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-09.pdf 



South Texas Veterans Health Care 
System (STVHCS): 
http://www.southtexas.va.gov/index.asp 
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Veterans & Military Families 



 



10am  



Veterans Only 



11am 



Open to General Public 



Thursday, October 12, 2017 



10a.m.— 3p.m. 



Bring your resumes and dress to impress. 



For more information email or call Gary Powers:  



gpowers@familyendeavors.org | (830) 323-0023 



Employers  



Include: 



Hill Country Veterans Center 



411 Meadowview Ln  



Kerrville, TX 



Schreiners 



Sid Peterson  



Veterans Affairs 



Walmart 



ART 



Belks 



Home Depot 



James Avery 



KISD 



Lowes 



MHDD 



Mo-Ranch 



Salvation Army 
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Monday - Friday , 8:30 AM to 8 PM (ET) 



OF   VETERANS AFFAIRS 
U.S. DEPARTMENT 



DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE 



FOR



VETERANS 
Update your address? 



On-line: https://go.usa.gov/xXr8W  
By Phone: (800) 827-1000 



Monday - Friday, 8 AM to 9 PM (ET) 
By Mail: VA Form 20-572  
Request change of address/Cancellation of Direct Deposit 



VHA Health Benefits Enrollment Eligibility: 



VA Services for Homeless and At-Risk Veterans: 



(877) 222-VETS  



Health Resources 



Veterans Crisis Line/Mental Health Hotline: 
www.veteranscrisisline.net 



24 Hour Contact:  



Text: 838255 
Option 1 to speak to someone NOW ! 



Veterans Health Administration 



www.va.gov/directory 
VA Medical Center Locator: 



Veterans Health Administration: 
www.va.gov/health 



www.myhealth.va.gov 
My HealtheVet: 



S EARCH US ON SOCIAL M EDIA!  



On Facebook: On Twitter: 
VeteransAffairs 



VeteransBenefits 
VeteransHealth 



DeptVetAffairs 
VAVetBenefits 
Veteranshealth 



Office of Operations, Security, & Preparedness 
Office of Emergency Management and Resilience 



Caregiver Support: 
www.caregiver.va.gov 



Women Veterans Health Care: 
www.womenshealth.va.gov 



(855) VA WOMEN  



Assistance Outside of VA 



Federal Disaster Assistance: 
www.disasterassistance.gov  



Disaster Assistance by Federal Agency: 
go.usa.gov/xXcJU  



Disaster Recovery Center Locator: 
go.usa.gov/xXczA  



American Red Cross Disaster Relief & Recovery: 
www.redcross.org/get-help  



State Emergency Management Agencies: 
go.usa.gov/xXczs  



Let us know! 



The Department’s Fourth Mission: 
Ensure Preparedness to Provide Services and Protect  
People and Assets Continuously and in Time of Crisis 



(800) 273-T A L K  



www.va.gov/homeless 
24 Hour Contact:  
(877) 4 AID VET  
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Appreciation Day

BAMOC OCTOBER 14
- MEDICAL MALL *

Provided Services

Bexar County Veteran Services
Veterans Benefit Administration
San Antonio Veteran Center
FSH Casualty & Mortuary

FSH National Cemetary

Flu Shots and Vaccinations
Pharmacy Drug Take=Back
BAMC Retiree Activities Group
Tricare Information and Services

CAMO Appointment Services Texas Veterans Commission

JBSA Randolph RAO South Texas Veterans Affairs
Walk-in ID Cards, Room L18-5 FSH Exchange Services - DECA
Soldier for Life (TAP) Fort Sam Houston Golf Course
Volunteer Opportunities MOAA - Alamo Chapter

The Retired Enlisted Association Prescription Glasses (if prescription

Walk-in Mammograms is less than 1 year old)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS EVENT, PLEASE CALL 221-9004




